The first women's committee created in 1978, in Ramallah, West Bank, was a result of the fact that much of the middle class and none of the lower class Palestinian women could join the preexisting women's charitable socities, suggesting that class was a decision factor for the creation of the first women's committee. In the 1980s, the women's committee split into four factions implicating that political alignments fractured committees and other organizations were the essential "institutional infrastructure of resistance to the Israeli military occupation." Hiltermann's "The Women's Movement during the Uprising" painted the relationship of the rebellious as social revolutionaries "in which the younger generation rebelled against its elders, street activists rebelled against the authority of the PLO, and During the Intifada, these different popular committees had kept watch at night as they were determined to "provide some protection for villages and refugee camps against settler's vigilante raids." 34 These unified relief committees were set up to distribute food and clothing to camps and villages under siege. Furthermore, "the committees have been able to overcome narrow special interests, and to work for the common good. However, by comprehending the overarching Palestinian concern for selfgovernmental autonomy, the issue that predominated was nationalism rather than an outright concern for feminism during the first year of the uprising. To be in control of day to day living was the real concern for many Palestinians. On the other hand, in Beshara Thus, it was logical to create one representative force. While the creation of the HWC was not a formal unification of all four committees, the four alignments worked together continuously despite having supposedly separate political alignments. 54 These tended to be denigrated to secondary issue over a unified front for the purposes of nationalism.
Women and Gender during the Intifada
Palestinian women's committees stressed the importance of creating a unified mass women's movement to reach all sectors and classes of Palestinian society, with a goal of mobilization in order to obtain national self-determination. 55 While nationalism was an issue of great importance to the Palestinians and the women's committees, one may ponder how the women's committees viewed gendered issues that permeated Palestinian society. Gender was a prevalent aspect when considering the Intifada because socially women experienced differential treatment than their male counterparts while under occupation. This is evident when women seek work outside the occupied territories, and the socially acceptable rituals that predominated. This section also has sought to describe that feminism was a secondary issue to the women's committees during the initial year of the Intifada.
On the one hand, women activists debated the issue of women's struggle and the national struggle, of which one representative of the UPWWC stated that they had not had a feminist agenda and were concerned with the political ramifications of occupation. 56 As such, the UPWWC exhibited a traditional approach in order to prevent 54 Ibid, 199 . 55 Dajani, The Intifada, 53. 56 Hiltermann, "The Women's Movement during the Uprising," 50.
the potential alienation from society. However, the UPWWC representative further stated that they "weren't necessarily aware that we were not on the right track. Recently, we have come to realize that this approach doesn't work. We realize that if we don't raise issues now, we won't be able to push them later on, and we'll be abused by the national movement." 57 On the other hand, FPWAC (formerly the Women's Work Committee, WWC) suggested that liberation of women would not come to pass with one fell swoop but in stages, for them it was more important to get women out of the house to be politically active alongside men for national liberation. Israeli's rulers and generals including the war of starvation, the economic and media blockade, the perpetration of crimes and acts of slaughter against women, children, and defenseless citizens, and the demolishing of houses and communal arrests." 59 Another way in which women were described can be seen in a PNC declaration which Palestinian It was on the night of October 30 that our lives were pulled upside down. That evening, just a day or two after the bus incident, we heard helicopters flying in the sky. They came down towards our village at the same time as soldiers began to move in. We immediately closed our door, put out the lights and went to bed, wondering to whose neighbor's house they were heading. So you can imagine our shock when they began to ferociously bang at our door. They came in and began to break everything they had in front of them. They took away my five sons and informed me that I had ten minutes to pack my belongings because they were going to demolish the house. But there was no one to help me pack because they had kept away all the villagers and had succeeded in isolating us and our house. I was alone with my youngest child. I was hardly able to carry some clothes for my baby with me when I was pushed, shoved and forced out of the house, and the house with everything in it and all our belongings were dynamited. "the perpetration of crimes and acts of slaughter against women, children, and defenseless citizens" constituted gendered language by encasing women in a group of peoples considered vulnerable, 75 Ruqayya exemplified that women were active participants during the uprising.
Women also used confrontational methods as their male counterparts: "a middleaged woman in Ramallah helps young men build a barricade, a woman in Aida camp fights and even bites a soldier who is trying to take her son, women in Gaza carry trays full of rocks on their heads to supply the demonstrators, women in camps under extended curfew defy the military to smuggle food and fuel into the camp." 76 These confrontational aspects resonated with the young male tactics, which experienced the brunt of beatings and imprisonment. However, the resistance of males was preserved for the young men (under 25 years of age), while older men played little, if any role, as far as resistance activities in camps, villages, and urban neighborhoods had gone.
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Similarly, "political activity has become an accepted part of 'girlhood,'" a period where women just before marriage have been able to be politically active in politics and the labor force, while after marriage "commitment to and identification with domesticity tend to override political commitments." 78 Furthermore, "it is not always a simple matter of male opposition to a wife's activism," because domestic duties disallowed for time to be contributed toward activism. 79 Women were still in a patriarchal society, according to 
The Palestinian Women and Women's Committees of the Intifada: Class Issues
Gender and political tactics were pertinent aspects of the women's committees during the Intifada. This can be seen in how these particular grassroots organizations were both active participants within the uprising. While on the other hand, the main leadership such as the PLO, tended to marginalize the women's efforts as inherently 85 Hiltermann, Behind the Intifada, 171. 86 Hudson, "Coming of Age in Occupied Palestine: Engendering the Intifada," 132.
secondary. However, women's committees and how they were viewed by Palestinian society were but one facet to their efforts within the Intifada movement. It must also be noted that those Palestinian women who were imperative to the cause were not always the women who were members of the women's committees. This section has sought to describe how the women's committees were a creation due to class differences, and how they involved a diverse group of peoples based on class structure when juxtaposed with the charitable societies that often aided Palestinian society. Women can take it better than men. I made him go to the kitchen and I went out to confront them. They were standing at the door of the boys' bedroom. I told them, "Hush, the boys are sleeping." They didn't listen to me and kicked the door with their boots and tore our sofa with a knife and went around searching. One of them poked the children who were sleeping on the floor with his boots. "Mind your manners," I told them, "don't act like vagabonds! Don't you dare touch anything with your hands or your feet. Do you understand? You don't have a permit to beat anyone here.
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Khalifeh portrayed women as obstinate in spite of potential aggression, while also employing vernacular of the poor women within Nablus, West Bank. 98 Women of various sects and classes were also mobilizers, and like the novelist Khalifeh, many sought to better their community and help their family during the uprising.
Palestinian women confronted soldiers in conditions that were unprotected, late at night, in remote villages and curfewed camps, and aided in the development of the home economy. For instance, the "home economy" mobilized communities throughout the West Bank by maximizing land usage for cultivation to obtain communal self-reliance and minimizing the purchase of Israeli goods. 99 Furthermore, women's involvement in the Israeli occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip economic strata encompassed an infiltration into the labor market by taking up the unskilled and low wage jobs, in relation to Arab men. In addition, Arab men were in turn paid much less than Israeli citizens in 95 Johnson, "Stories of Daughters," 29. 96 Ibid. 97 Khalifeh, "Our Fate, Our House," 30/31. 98 the labor markets. 100 From the outset of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip occupation, Israel subjugated Palestinians to the labor market. These socio-economic changes catapulted Palestinian women into the work force, to support their families and set into motion the ability of women to form their own committees and movements due to their proletarianization. 101 On the other hand, Palestinian women within the refugee camps in
Lebanon were able to be activisits because they were unmarried and it had freer access to organize committees, in comparison to men. 
Conclusion
The women's committees were affected by issues of class, politics and gender; after all, their creation was due to the charitable societies exclusivity to upper and uppermiddle class women, while gendered differences in tactics of women and women's committees during the Intifada in comparison to the Shabbiba (youth movement) was merely a construction of the PLO and other mainstream leadership of the Palestinians.
Furthermore, the upper-class women were usually kinsmen of the prominent political personalities, and like the women's committees it was overshadowed by the political struggle rather than reforms for women's positions within society. 110 Meanwhile, the Palestinian Intifada led to the political "unification" of the women's committees; however, the HWC was largely decentralized in order to setup regional women's Ibid, 198. 
